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GENERAL ENGLISH YEAR 12 
 
What is GENERAL English all about? 
The course will develop students’ language, literacy and literacy skills to enable them to 
communicate successfully both orally and in writing in order to support them in the 
context of their future needs, career goals and interests. They will continue to build on a 
variety of everyday and work-based texts that they will be expected to use once they 
leave school.  
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
Students who do not intend to go to University or are seeking employment, 
apprenticeships or traineeships. 
 
Pathway 
To be an apprentice or continue in certificate courses at TAFE; be in the VET program 
or join the workforce. 
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 GENERAL ENGLISH 

 Develop and justify their own 
interpretations when responding 
to texts 

 Understand how language choices 
influence specific audiences 
Non-Print 
Feature Film, Still Images, 
Television, Radio Plays, 
Documentary 
Print 
Short Story, Novels, Scripts 

UNIT 4 GENERAL ENGLISH 

 Investigate the way language is 
used to present issues and attitudes 

 Express a logical point of view 
about an idea, issue or event in a 
range of media and digital 
technologies 
Non-Print 
Feature Film, Song Lyrics 
Print 
Novels 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Fiction: novels, short stories, scripts, song lyrics 

 Non-fiction: essays and documentaries 

 Media texts: films, television programs, radio plays 

 Everyday texts: instructions, diagrams, blogs 

 Workplace texts: reports, statistics, letters 
 
 
 

  



GENERAL DRAMA 
 
What is GENERAL Drama all about? 
Drama is a vibrant and varied art form found in play, storytelling, street theatre, festivals, 
film, television, interactive games, performance art and theatres. Students will have the 
opportunity to achieve outcomes through creation, performance, reflection and 
investigation. They will have the opportunity to work with published texts, as well as 
create their own production to be performed for an external audience over the course of 
Term 3. They will be introduced to the skills, techniques and conventions or story and 
story-telling enactment, improvisation and play building, and will participate in a public 
performance for an audience other than their class members. They will be both acting 
and taking on different production responsibilities throughout the year. 
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
Students who do not intend to go to University and are seeking employment, 
apprenticeships or traineeships. Students will need to be interested in plays and 
different styles of theatre and should be achieving a C grade in Year 10 Drama and 
English. It is recommended (however not a requirement) that students have completed 
General Drama Units 1 and 2 in Year 11. 
 
 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to a traineeship/ 
volunteer work with a drama production company, or complete a TAFE certificate in 
Drama Studies.  
 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 3 – Representational, Realist Drama 

 Voice techniques 

 Movement techniques 

 Realist Drama processes 

 Realist Drama theorists 

 Cooperative group work processes 

 Impact of audience expectations 

UNIT 4 – Presentational, Non-realist Drama 

 Elements of Drama 

 Non-Realist Drama processes 

 Non-Realist Drama theorists 

 Completion of production roles 

 Interpretation of Non-Realist pieces 

 Transition of character roles 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Performance and production 

 Short and extended answer forms 

 Graphic organisers, diagrams and illustrations 

 Interviews and other oral presentations 
 

  



GENERAL ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL 
LANGUAGE/DIALECT 
 
What is GENERAL English as an Additional Language/Dialect Course all about? 
This course explores how learning in and through English language influences their own 

and others’ personal social and cultural identities. It provides opportunities to engage 

with a broad range of texts relating to attitudes, issues and identities in Semester One 

and Society and Community Engagement in Semester Two. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 Students who selected this course have not studied English as a first language. 

 Students who migrated to Australia and did not arrive more than seven years 
ago. 

 Students who completed the Year 11, units 1 and 2. 

 Students who wish to complete a WACE certificate.  
 
Pathway 
On completion there is employment or further studies at TAFE. 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Attitudes, Issues and Identity 
 

 Significant places: cultural conceptions 
of land and ownership, sights of 
cultural significance. 

 Tradition and identity: traditions relating 
to rituals, customs, celebrations, 
maintaining identity 

UNIT 4 – Society and Community 
Engagement 

 Global issues: human rights, 
international aid 

 Workplace and employment: conflict 
resolution, occupational health and 
safety 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 research and presentation on attitudes and identities through visual productions, 
i.e. well-known tourist destination, study and work stress brochure. 

 written texts that engage a person of interest, i.e. film review 

 written texts to express an opinion, i.e. letter of complaint 

 written texts to demonstrate grammar usage, i.e. essay 

 spoken texts about a topic of interest, i.e. global issue, contrasting cultures 

 production texts about Australia or text studied, i.e. comprehensions 
 
 

  



GENERAL MEDIA  
 
What is GENERAL Media all about? 
The General Media Production and Analysis course aims to prepare all students for a 
future in a digital and interconnected world by providing the skills, knowledge and 
understandings to tell their own stories and interpret others’ stories. Students will be 
creating their own Media productions as well as interpret and analyse the techniques 
and representations used by contemporary Media, while considering the impact of 
audiences and their context. Students will assess the impact of controls and constraints 
in Media Products, and will have to address and incorporate these same aspects of 
production in their own work. 
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
Students who enrol in this course would be suited to General Media Production and 
Analysis courses at a TAFE level. Students can also use their work in these units as 
part of a portfolio entry to Media Traineeships. It is recommended (however not a 
requirement) that students have completed General Media Units 1 and 2 in Year 11. 
 
 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to a traineeship/ 
volunteer work with a Media production company, or complete a TAFE certificate in 
Media Studies. 
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 - Entertainment 

 Analyse films and fanzines in terms 
of narrative, SWAT codes & 
controls/constraints. 

 Produce a film in groups, sticking to 
a specific genre. 

 Create a Fanzine designed to appeal 
to a specific audience using a 
particular interest. 

UNIT 4 – Representation and Reality 

 Analyse Breakfast TV as a Media 
Text 

 Produce a Breakfast TV show, 
following codes and conventions 

 Analyse the codes used in Talkback 
Radio texts and how they entice 
listeners. 

 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Essay Responses 

 Poster/Graphic Work 

 Audio Visual Productions: Film and Breakfast Television 

 Visual Productions: Fanzines 

 Audio Productions: Talkback Radio 
 

  



     GENERAL MODERN HISTORY 
 
What is General Modern History all about? 
Modern History is a fascinating course that explores some of the major events in world 
history. You will find the answers to questions such as: How did an isolated country like 
America come through two world wars and a great depression to become an economic 
powerhouse?  How could people legally vote for a man like Adolf Hitler to rule them?  
Why did the Holocaust happen and why were the Jewish people targeted? There will be 
a major focus on key people and ideas significant in America and Germany during the 
20th Century. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
This course would be useful for students who enjoy learning about the past and enjoyed 
studying General Modern History in year 11. 
 
Students wanting to select General Modern History will need to have successfully 
completed year 11 and be willing to develop their analytical, research and writing skills.  
 
Pathway 
This course will provide analytical, research and writing skills which are transferable to a 
range of career pathways. 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Understanding the modern 
world  

 USA and the capitalist experience  

 Economic boom of the 1920s. 

 Impact of WW1 and WW2 on 
America. 

 The Great Depression. 
 

UNIT 4 – Movements for change in the 
20th century  

 Nazism in Germany 

 Nature and key aspects of the Nazi 
state – Hitler’s control over society. 

 War, the persecution of the Jewish 
people and the Holocaust. 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Historical Inquiry 

 Source Analysis 

 Cognitive test 

 Essay 

 Test 
 

  



     GENERAL PSYCHOLOGY 
 
What is General Psychology all about? 
Have you ever wondered why people behave the way they do, and why we remember 
some things but not others? What makes people form relationships with certain people? 
How can good people do horrible things? 
 
This course allows students to explore types of communication used in relationships 
and how different factors influence people’s behaviour, emotions and thoughts through 
investigations and experiments. 
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
This course would be useful for students who enjoy learning about human behaviour 
and enjoyed studying General Psychology in year 11. 
 
Students wanting to select General Psychology will need to have successfully 
completed year 11 and be willing to develop their analytical, research methods and 
writing skills.  
 
Pathway 
This course will provide analytical, research and writing skills which are transferable to a 
range of career pathways. 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Self and others 

 Personality 

 Memory 

 States of consciousness 

 Relationships 

 Communication 

 Research methods 
 

UNIT 4 – Self and others  

 Brain anatomy 

 Human development 

 Social psychology 

 Culture and values 

 Research methods 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Investigations 

 Journals 

 Research reports 

 Tests 

 Scientific reports 
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GENERAL MATHEMATICS ESSENTIAL 
 
What is GENERAL Mathematics Essential all about? 
 

Mathematics Essential is a General course which focuses on using mathematics 
effectively, efficiently and critically to make informed decisions. It provides students 
with the mathematical knowledge, skills and understanding to solve problems in real 
contexts for a range of workplace, personal, further learning and community 
settings. 
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
 
Students wanting to select General Mathematics Essential will need to have 
successfully passed the Online Literacy and Numeracy Assessment (OLNA) in Year 10 
or prequalified by achieving Band 8 or higher in the Year 9 NAPLAN. 
 

This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options 
of employment and further training. 
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 is concerned with providing students with the mathematical skills and 
understanding to solve problems related to measurement, scales, plans and models, 
drawing and interpreting graphs and data collection.  
 
UNIT 4 is about providing students with the mathematical skills and understanding to 
solve problems related to probability, earth geometry and time zones, loans and 
compound interest.  
 

 
 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Response (Tests)   

 Investigations (Practical Applications) 
 

  



GENERAL MATHEMATICS 
FOUNDATIONS 
 
What is GENERAL MATHEMATICS FOUNDATIONS all about? 
Mathematics Foundation is a General course which focuses on building the capacity, 
confidence and disposition to use mathematics to meet the numeracy standard for the 
WACE. It provides students with the knowledge, skills and understanding to solve 
problems across a range of contexts including personal, community and 
workplace/employment. This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for 

post‐school options of employment and further training. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
Students who have not demonstrated the minimum standard in the numeracy 
component of the OLNA are eligible to enrol in the Mathematics Foundation course 
 
Pathway 

This course provides the opportunity for students to prepare for post-school options 
of employment and further training. 
 

Areas of Study 

 
Unit 3 
This unit provides students with the mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills 
relating to percentages and the link to fractions and decimals and the solving of 
problems relating to the four operations using whole number, fractions and decimals. 
Location, time and temperature, and shape and its relationship to design, are also 
covered in this unit. 
 

Unit 4 
This unit provides students with the mathematical knowledge, understanding and skills 
relating to rates and ratios, and the connection between statistics and probability. The 
collection of mathematical concepts and thinking processes encountered in this and 
previous units culminates in the solving of comprehensive real life problems 
encountered in personal, workplace and community contexts. 
 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Response (Tests)   

 Investigations (Practical Applications) 
 
 
 

  



GENERAL HUMAN BIOLOGY 
 
What is GENERAL Human Biology all about? 
In this course, students explore bones, muscles, nerves and hormones and how they 
maintain the body to act in a coordinated manner.  The structure and function of the 
musculoskeletal system provides for human movement, balance and growth as the 
result of coordinated actions.  This is brought about by the interaction of the 
musculoskeletal system with the nervous and endocrine systems.  Conditions affecting 
these systems, such as sporting injuries, hearing and vision defects, can result in a 
decrease or loss of function.  Students investigate infectious disease, vaccines and 
immunology and the effects on the community and global health.  Through dissections, 
students examine the musculoskeletal, nervous and endocrine systems and examine 
reflexes, vision, hearing and skin sensitivity.  Students are encouraged to use ICT to 
interpret and communicate their findings in a variety of ways.  
 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
Students who are interested in how the human body works and seeking a career in 
nursing, paramedical, childcare or aged care 
 
Pathway 
Successful completion of this course will allow students to progress to further education 
in the areas of aged care, nursing and medical assistant fields. 
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – COORDINATION 

 Skeletal system 

 Muscular system 

 Nervous system 

 Endocrine system 

UNIT 4 – INFECTIOUS DISEASE  

 Disease 

 Vaccines and immunology 

 Community and global health 
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Science inquiry: Practical 

 Externally set task 

 Extended response 

 Test 
 
 
 

  



GENERAL INTEGRATED SCIENCE 
 
What is GENERAL Integrated Science all about? 
The Integrated Science General course is a course grounded in the belief that science is, in 
essence, a practical activity. From this stems the view that conceptual understandings in 
science derive from a need to find solutions to real problems in the first instance. The inquiring 
scientist may then take these understandings and apply them in a new context, often quite 
removed from their original field.  
 
This course seeks to reflect this creative element of science as inquiry. It should involve 
students in research that develops a variety of skills, including the use of appropriate 
technology, an array of diverse methods of investigation, and a sense of the practical 
application of the domain. It emphasizes formulating and testing hypotheses and the critical 
importance of evidence in forming conclusions. 
 
 

Who should select these units in Year 12? 
 Students looking to gain an understanding of how science works.  

 

Pathway 
 
Students can progress to select career pathways requiring the basic application of scientific 
concepts for example radiographer, or enrol in TAFE courses such as Nursing, Parks and 
Wildlife courses and Horticulture. 
 
 

Areas of Study 
 
UNIT 1 – Biological and Earth Systems 

 Interrelationships between Earth 
systems 

 Structure and function of biological 
systems 

 Ecosystems and sustainability 

 Species continuity and change 

UNIT 2 – Physical and Chemical systems 

 Chemical reactions in the home 

 Mixtures and solutions in the home 

 Electricity and energy in the home 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  For each 
course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Science Inquiry: Practical and Investigation 

 Extended Response 

 Test and Externally Task 

 
 

  



GENERAL APPLIED INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
What is GENERAL Applied Information Technology all about? 

In the Applied Information Technology General course, students develop personal and 

social capability as they engage in project management and development in a 

collaborative workspace. They direct their own learning, plan and carry out 

investigations, and become independent learners who can apply design thinking, 

technologies understanding and skills when making decisions. Students develop social 

and employability skills through working cooperatively in teams, sharing resources, 

tools, equipment and processes, making group decisions, resolving conflict and 

showing leadership. Design and innovation involve a degree of risk taking, and as 

students work with the uncertainty of sharing new ideas, they develop resilience.  

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
An understanding of the Year 11 content is assumed knowledge for students in Year 12. 
It is recommended, however not compulsory, that students studying Unit 3 and Unit 4 
have completed Unit 1 and Unit 2. 
 
Pathway 
The course offers pathways to further studies and a range of technology-based careers, 
and a set of skills that equip students for the 21st century and give them an appreciation 
of the impact of information technology on society 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 1 – Media Information and 
Communication Technologies 

 Elements & principles of Design 

  Hardware components and 
purposes of various computer 
systems 

 Copyright ACT 1968 
Various digital and graphic file 
analysis 

UNIT 2 – Digital Technologies in 
business 

 Compression of files & techniques 
for minimisation  

 Concept of computer networking 

 Privacy ACT 1988 

 Animation 

 

 

 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Projects (50%) 

 Short Answer (20%) 

 Extended Answer (15%) 

 External Task (15%)  
 
 

  



GENERAL BUSINESS MANAGEMENT & 
ENTERPRISE 
 
What is GENERAL Business Management & Enterprise all about? 
The Business Management and Enterprise General course gives students the 
opportunity to understand how vital business is to individuals and society, and how it 
impacts on many aspects of our lives. Students investigate the features of successful 
marketing campaigns and report on how businesses succeed and prosper through 
methods, such as expansion in products, market share or diversification. Students 
explore: how the marketing plan contributes to the overall business plan; issues in the 
business environment, including the importance of intellectual property in protecting 
business ideas; and the significance of employee motivation. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
An understanding of the Year 11 content is assumed knowledge for students in Year 12. 
It is recommended, however not compulsory, that students studying Unit 3 and Unit 4 
have completed Unit 1 and Unit 2. 
 
Pathway 
Successful completion of these units will enable students to proactively participate 
within a business, behave responsibly and demonstrate integrity in business activities.  
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Success in Business 

 Environments – Business 
ownership types, consumer laws 
rights & protection, employment 
contracts and business public 
image. 

 Management – Marketing and 
Operations within a business 

 People – Phases of the 
employment cycle 

UNIT 4 – Business Growth and 
Challenges 

 Environments – Consumer 
spending patterns, legal 
responsibilities and policies 

 Management – Marketing 
strategies, business plans, financial 
reports, financial & non-financial 
indicators 

 People – Leadership styles and 
motivational theories and strategies 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Business Research (40%) 
o Business report or plan 
o Project plans 
o Survey Data 

 Response (45%) 
o Case Study 
o Tests 

 Externally set task (15%) 
 



GENERAL COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 
What is GENERAL Computer Science all about? 
The Computer Science General course focuses on the fundamental principles, concepts 
and skills within the computing field, and provides students with opportunities to develop 
flexibility and adaptability in the application of these in the roles of developers and 
users. This course focuses on developing computer-based systems solutions and 
communications. Students are introduced to the internal, interrelating components of 
computer-based systems and networking concepts, as applied to industry. Students 
examine a variety of systems, build on spreadsheet and database skills and gain an 
appreciation of how these concepts and technologies are used in industry. Students will 
develop programming skills through the use of algorithms and create solutions exploring 
the ethical, legal and societal implications of industry-based applications. 
 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
An understanding of the Year 11 content is assumed knowledge for students in Year 12. 
It is recommended, however not compulsory, that students studying Unit 3 and Unit 4 
have completed Unit 1 and Unit 2. 
 
Pathway 
Successful completion of these units will enable students to proactively participate 
within a business, behave responsibly and demonstrate integrity in business activities.  
 
 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Developing computer-based 
systems and producing spreadsheet 
and database solutions 

 System Analysis and Development 
– project management, system 
development methodologies and 
context diagrams 

 Managing Data – spreadsheets and 
databases 

 

UNIT 4 – Developing computer-based 
solutions and communications 

 Developing Software – software, 
licensing and software development 
lifecycle.  

 Programming – control structures, 
errors, data validation, pseudo code 
and programming a solution. 

 Networks and Communications –
types & hardware, protocols and 
security 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Business Research (40%) 
o Business report or plan 
o Project plans 
o Survey Data 

 Response (45%) 
o Case Study 
o Tests 

 Externally set task (15%) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Courses  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  



  GENERAL AUTOMOTIVE ENGINEERING 
TECHNOLOGY 
 
What is GENERAL Automotive Engineering Technology all about? 
 
Students who choose this course will have the opportunity to take part in a variety of practical activities, 
including dismantling and reassembling multi-cylinder engines. Students will learn the design process to 
design and fabricate useful tools and equipment to assist them when carrying out routine servicing and 
maintenance to motor vehicles. Students will learn how the engine functions, as well as its various 
systems and how the automobile functions. The focus is on providing students with a greater 
understanding of how the automobile operates and how to carry out a variety of servicing techniques and 
repairs. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 You enjoy working on engines and motor vehicles and have a good mechanical aptitude 

 You are interested in how the motor vehicle functions 

 You are interested in a career in the automotive industry 

 Previously completed units in year 11 is preferred, but not compulsory 
 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students could progress in a pathway towards a career in 
automotive. 
 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 3  
 Safety in the Workshop 

 Use design process to design a Mechanic’s 
Mobile Stool to assist you with vehicle 
servicing & repairs 

 Use CAD program to produce engineering 
drawing for your Mechanic’s Mobile Stool 

 Fabricate your own Mechanic’s Mobile 
Stool in the workshop using MIG Welder & 
other workshop equipment. 

 Investigate process for spray painting a 
motor vehicle 

 Various set practical activities on engines 
to learn how to rebuild an engine 

 Research Fuels & Lubricants used in the 
automotive industry 

 Externally set task 

 

UNIT 4  
 Workshop Safety 

 Conduct various Under Vehicle Activities, 
such as – suspension & component 
inspection, lubrication, shock absorber 
remove & replace 

 Carry out Basic Car Troubleshooting 
Techniques – Compression Test, Engine 
Tune-up, Jump Starting a Motor Vehicle 

 Conduct a Vehicle Inspection 

 Research Automotive Industry Regulations 

 Various set practical activities & precision 
measuring exercises to rebuild an engine 

 Research key terminology ie – torque, 
rotational power etc. 

 Carry out basic panel beating techniques – 
rust/dent removal 
 

To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Student Textbook 

 Investigations & Assignments 

 Practical exercises & demonstrations 

 Externally Set Task Semester I   

 

  



 GENERAL MATERIALS DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY METALS 
 
What is Design and Technology Metals all about? 
 
In this course you will use technology processes to design and produce products. You will learn 
knowledge about metal materials and processes necessary to work in different metal industries.   
General Materials Design and Technology Metals is a practical subject designed to give students the 
opportunity to experience aspects of working with metals in a number of different contexts. Suggested 
areas include the use of common metals in machining, sheet-metal, welding and fabrication. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 You have an interest in fabrication/manufacturing. 

 You enjoy practical subjects. 

  You have some experience in metalwork and want to learn more about shaping and forming 
metals into projects.  

 You have successfully completed General Material Design and Technology Metals Units 1 and 2. 

 
Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students will have skills that are useful in many aspects of the 
Metalworking industry. This course exposes students to a range of skills that may lead them to a career 
as a metal fabricator apprentice in industries such as metal fabrication shops, mining, oil and gas, 
construction, boat building and more. 
 

 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 3 – Fundamentals of Design 
 Design fundamentals and skills 

 Skills and techniques 

 Safety 

 Production management 

 Nature and Properties of materials 

 Materials in context 

 Use of Technology  

UNIT 4 – Designing for a Client 
 Design fundamentals and skills 

 Skills and techniques 

 Safety 

 Production management 

 Nature and Properties of materials 

 Materials in context 

 Use of Technology  
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Design Process Portfolio 

 Research and reports assignments 

 Practical projects 

 Analysis and Evaluation report. 

 Verbal responses. 

 Safety in practice. 
 

  
 
 
 

  



GENERAL MATERIALS DESIGN AND 
TECHNOLOGY WOOD 
 
What is Design and Technology Wood all about? 
 
In this course you will learn how to safely use power tools and woodworking machine tools which are 
used in industry. General Materials Design and Technology Wood is a practical subject designed to give 
students the opportunity to experience aspects of designing, construction, furniture making, appraising 
and marketing wooden projects of all descriptions. This course will focus on the application of technology 
in the woodworking industry.  

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 You have an interest in fabrication/manufacturing. 

 You enjoy practical subjects. 

 You have some experience working with timber and want to learn more about how to design and 
make projects.  

 You have successfully completed General Material Design and Technology Wood Units 1 and 2. 
 

 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students will have practical skills that are useful in any aspect 
of the construction industry. This course exposes students to a range of skills that may lead them to 
finding employment in the furniture, cabinet making, furniture design, wood machining, joinery, shop fitting 
and building industries. 

 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 3 – Fundamentals of Design 
 Design fundamentals and skills 

 Skills and techniques 

 Safety 

 Production management 

 Nature and Properties of materials: 
Identify wood types 

 Materials in context 

 Use of Technology:  
Wood working machinery and tools 

UNIT 4 – Designing for a Client 
 Design fundamentals and skills 

 Skills and techniques 

 Safety 

 Production management 

 Nature and Properties of materials: 
Properties of timber 

 Materials in context 

 Use of Technology: 
Wood working machinery and tools  
 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Design Process Portfolio 

 Research and reports assignments 

 Practical projects 

 Analysis and Evaluation report. 

 Verbal responses. 

 Safety in practice. 

  
 
 

  



GENERAL PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
STUDIES 
 
What is GENERAL Physical Education Studies all about? 
 
The content students will cover in Year 12 Physical Education Studies is an extension of the Year 11 
course. The content includes instruction from six interrelated topics; functional anatomy, biomechanics, 
sport psychology, exercise physiology, motor learning and coaching and developing physical skills and 
tactics.  
 
This course will integrate the content learnt in the classroom to the practical sessions using a range of 
different physical activities such as applying the concepts to specific sports. This will ensure students 
have a holistic approach to any physical activity. 
 
It is highly recommended students have the basic understanding from Year 11 Physical Education 
Studies to ensure maximum success in this course. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 Students who have an interest in evaluating the performance of self and others.  

 Students who have an interest in improving performance of self and others. 

 Students who are interested in employment within the sport and recreation industry. 
 

Pathway: 
The course prepares students for a variety of post-school pathways, including employment or tertiary 
studies. Provides students with opportunities in the; sport, leisure and recreation industries, education, 
sport development, youth work, health/medical fields. 
 
 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 3 –  
 Developing physical skills and tactics 

 Roles and leadership styles 

 Teaching strategies and techniques to 
improve skill execution 

 Goal setting using SMART 

 Prevention, management and rehabilitation 
of sports injuries 

 Immediate and extended care of sporting 
injuries 

 Principles of Training 

 Contribution of energy systems; lactic acid, 
aerobic, anaerobic. 

UNIT 4 –  
 Developing physical skills and tactics 

 Structure and function of the 
musculoskeletal system 

 Structure and function of the 
cardiorespiratory system. 

 Production of movement 
 Biomechanical principles, concepts and 

laws of motion 

 Analysis of movement 

 Application of biomechanical principles to 
selected sporting contexts. 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study, tasks are selected from: 

 Practical performance –assessments and responses based on selected physical activities  

 Investigation – written research assessments  

 Response – written, timed responses  

 

  



GENERAL HEALTH EDUCATION STUDIES 
 
What is GENERAL Health Education Studies all about? 
 
This course focuses on the study of health as a dynamic quality of human life.  The content will be 
organised into 4 content organisers; health concepts, attitudinal and environmental influences, and skills 
and processes,   

 

This course will enable students to critically analyse the influence of social, environmental, economic and 

biological determinants of health. Using an inquiry process, students will develop the knowledge, 

understanding and skills necessary to promote an understanding of the importance of personal and 

community action in promoting health.  

 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 

 Students who have an interest in health promotion.  

 Students who have an interest in improving health choices of self and others. 

 Students who are interested in employment within the health and community service industries. 
 

Pathway 
Upon successful completion of these units, students would progress to General Health Education Studies 
Unit 3 and Unit 4 in Year 12 

 

Areas of Study 

UNIT 1  
 Identifying and measuring personal health 

status for the physical, social, mental, 
emotional and spiritual dimensions of 
health 

 Define example of health promotion in the 
community 

 Lifestyle factors affecting health, personal 
health risk assessments and action plans 
to personal health 

 Types of health facilities and services, how 
to choose a healthcare professional 

 The role and features of Medicare and 
private health insurance, the rights and 
responsibilities as a healthcare consumer 

 Beliefs, attitudes and values, the influence 
of family, friends and media and the 
impacts on health behaviour 

 Decision-making process and effective 
communication 

 Using a health inquiry to identify a range of 
reliable sources 

UNIT 2  

 Introduction and influence of the 
determinants of health 

 Use of the health promoting school model 
to promote the health of individuals, groups 
and communities 

 Preventive actions and skills to cope with 
influences on health behaviour and to 
enhance health 

 Importance of health care as a prevention 
versus health care as treatment and 
identifying complementary and orthodox 
health care options 

 Influence of cognitive dissonance on 
beliefs, actions and behaviour 

 The role of communities in the construction 
and promotion of social and cultural norms 

 Factors influencing decision making, skills 
and techniques for building cooperation, 
challenges to effective communication 
 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Inquiry – written research assessments  

 Project – produce a media display (fact sheets, brochure, web page) 

 Response – written, timed responses  
 



GENERAL DESIGN GRAPHICS  
 
What is GENERAL Design Graphics all about? 
 
General Design Graphics is all about planning and producing forms of tactile and visual communication. 
Students will creatively and functionally design pieces of work that may include elements of digital media, 
interactive media, graphics technology, technical graphics and visual communication. Graphics also 
includes traditional two dimensional design media such as drawing.   
 
General Design Graphics will provide students with a deeper understanding of how design works; helping 
students to effectively communicate their ideas and intentions to target audiences, by exposing students 
to a variety of communication forms and a thorough exploration of design.   

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 

 You enjoy drawing and designing 

 You are interested in computer graphic programs 

 You have sound computer skill 

 You want to continue in further studies in graphic post schooling. 

 
Pathway 
In this course, students develop a competitive edge for current and future industry and employment 
markets. Upon successful completion students will possess their own Design Portfolio presenting their 
course work which can be utilised in both job and tertiary interview/application processes.   

 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3 – Commercial Design  
 Learn about stakeholder’s involvement when 

producing products, services and brands.  

 Explore a client-focused design brief to create 
a product: e.g. 2016 Project - create a brand 
and design labels and product packaging that 
reflects the chosen consumer audience.   

 Plan, develop and analyse to create designs 
that reflect the client, audience, and market 
needs. 

 Consider commercial and manufacturing 
requirements for a real world solution, with 
relevant production skills and processes, 
materials, and technologies 

UNIT 4 – Influential Design   
The focus of this unit is the communication of. They  
Students focus on communicating ideals, 

messages, information and values, to influence 
opinion and attitudes.  

Students produce products and visual layouts for 
specific and applied contexts with an 
understanding of applied semiotics and the 
construction of meaning. 

analyse the audience in terms of empathy, profiling 
and stereotyping, and develop persuasive 
solutions using a research, testing and 
feedback mechanism.  

2016 Project: Design a t-shirt that 
promotes/educates the viewer on a cause of 
choice using thermo-printing techniques.   

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Practical and hands on tasks. 

 Final Designs Produced. 

 Written responses/assignment. 

 Externally Set Task.  
 

  



GENERAL CHILDREN, FAMILY AND THE 
COMMUNITY 
 
What is GENERAL Children, Family and the Community all about? 

This course focuses on things that influence child development and the wellbeing of children, their 

families and their communities. You should develop an understanding of the factors that affect an 

individual’s ability to develop skills and lead a healthy life.  

This course includes Pegasus play group sessions each week. These sessions are attended by families 

from the local community with children between the ages of birth and 5 years. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 11? 
You should select this course if you have an interest in children; their conception, their growth and 
development, their families, their lifestyles and the services available to them. 

 
Pathway 
This course caters for students thinking about a career in areas such as early childhood education and 
care, nursing, community services and health. 

 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 1 – Building on relationships 

 Principles of development 

 The relationship between developmental 
domains  

 Theories of development 

 Impact of change on family and individual 
development  

 Influences on growth and development 

 Features of products, services or systems 
developed for families and individuals 

 Cultural diversity 

 Ethical and legal awareness 

 Rights and responsibilities of individuals 
and families 

UNIT 2 – My place in the community 
 Factors impacting on growth and 

development of individuals 

 Theories of development 

 Impact of government and community 
strategies on development 

 Advocacy and advocacy skills 

 Decision making processes and working 
collaboratively 

 Human and non-human resources 

 The concepts of inequity and injustice 

 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Investigation – written research assignments      

 Production – craft activities, cooking for children, developing resources for individuals, families or 
the community    

 Response – play group journal, self-evaluation, multi-choice and short answer tests  
        

 
 

  



GENERAL FOOD SCIENCE & 
TECHNOLOGY HOSPITALITY  

 

What is General Food Science & Technology Hospitality all about? 
Food is essential to health, wellbeing and life.  Discovering what food does for us and how our bodies use 
it are understood through the application of science and technology.  Properties of food and the needs of 
consumers and producers are realised.  Food laws and the governing body FSANZ are uncovered for 
their role in food safety within Australia and New Zealand.  Creativity is limitless as students develop their 
interests and skills through the design, research, marketing and production of new food products.  
Innovations in science and technology and changing consumer demands, delve into new and emerging, 
physical chemical and functional properties of food. 
Ultimately learning how to cook is a life skill that is irreplaceable in today’s society.  

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
This course continues on from the Year 11 General Food Science & Technology Units 1&2.  However if 
you are interested in the behind the scenes of who, what, when, where, and how food works; then you 
are encouraged to apply.  Master Chefs are not required as learning an essential life skill such as cooking 
will happen throughout the year and within a commercial kitchen where students are in uniform and have 
access to all current commercial equipment. 
 

Pathway 
This area of study allows students to link to further studies, within an ever expanding area of the Food 
and allied heath sectors, within Australia and globally.  These units will enhance employability and 
experience within commercial cookery, nutrition, health, food and beverage manufacturing, food 
processing, community services, hospitality and retail. 

 

Areas of Study 

 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Production – Practical assessments in the kitchen      

 Investigation – Written research assessments (reports, portfolios)    

 Response – Written evaluation in assessment tasks      

UNIT 3 – Food Science 
 Economic cost of raw and processed food 

 Altering Sensory & Physical properties  

 Functional properties-performance of food 

 Nutrition 

 Nutrients - Micronutrients role for health 

 Effects of under consumption of nutrients 

 Effects of over consumption of nutrients 

 Investigating wet and dry processing 

 Devising food products 

 Technology process to produce food  

 Evaluate food products 

 Societal Influences on food choices 

 Economic influences on food choices 

 Food Standards Australia and New Zealand 

 Food Labelling codes 

 Food Act 2008 

 Occupational Safety and Health Act 1984 

UNIT 4 – The Undercover Story 
 Food supply chain 

 Concept of value adding to food 

 Reasons for preserving food 

 Food spoilage and contamination 

 Principles of food preservation 

 Dietary Planning 

 Nutritional needs of the lifecycle 

 Food modification and fortification 

 Food influences 

 Food processing techniques 

 Devise food products 

 Produce a preserved food product 

 Evaluate preserved food products 

 Food choices 

 Marketing and food products 

 Principles of HACCP system 

 Regulation of food safety in Australia 

 OSH Act 1984- rights and responsibilities 
of employers and employees in food 



 

GENERAL MATERIALS DESIGN & 
TECHNOLOGY TEXTILES 
 
What is GENERAL Materials Design and Technology Textiles all about? 
 
This is a practical course. You will explore and use textiles materials to design and manufacture of 
products such as clothing, bags, cushions and quilts. You will develop a range of manipulation, 
processing, manufacturing and organisational skills along with problem solving, idea generation, design 
and communication skills. 

 
Who should select these units in Year 12? 
You should select this course if you have an interest in, or want to develop, textiles design or production 
skills which showcase your individuality 

 
Pathway 

This course develops employability and could lead to further training and employment opportunities in 

areas that include textiles and clothing manufacturing and design. 

 

Areas of Study 

 
UNIT 3  

 Textiles and their uses 

 Design fundamentals and skills 

 Environmental impact of the textiles 
industry 

 Communication and documentation 
techniques 

 Production planning including material 
selection, costing and time planning 

 Safe use of equipment and machinery 

 Fibre types and classification  

 Common fabric structures 

 Construction techniques 

 Elements and principles of design 

 Aesthetic, physical and chemical properties 

UNIT 4 
 Factors affecting design 

 Design needs and performance criteria 

 Communication and documentation 
techniques 

 Production planning including selection and 
costing of materials and production 
management skills 

 Risk management in practical classes 

 Fibre types, classification and origins 

 Fabric structures 

 Decorative techniques used to enhance 
appearance 

 Construction techniques 

 Embellishment techniques 

 Aesthetic and functional properties of 
textiles 

 
 
To provide for different learning styles a variety of assessment tasks are used.  
For each course of study tasks are selected from: 

 Design – development of designs, use of written or graphic communication    

 Production – construction, finish and quality of articles produced is assessed     

 Response – self-evaluation of products and production management skills    
  

    
 


